
Grade 1 
Reading: Readers Have Big Jobs to Do: Fluency, Phonics, and Comprehension  
This unit will strengthen readers’ ability to monitor their reading and take action when 
they encounter problems.  Readers will develop efficient strategies for word solving while 
maintaining comprehension in longer texts.   
Writing: Writing Reviews 
In this unit, students will compose opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic, state 
an opinion, supply a reason for their opinion, and provide some sense of closure.  They 
will learn different ways to make their writing persuasive. 
 Math: Addition and Subtraction Relationships 
Students will learn how addition and subtraction facts are related.  They will identify 
related addition and subtraction facts within 20, use related facts to find 
unknown numbers, represent equivalent forms of numbers using sums and differences, 
and determine if an equation is true or false.    
Count and Model Numbers- Students will develop an understanding of whole number 
relationships and place value, including grouping in tens and ones.  They will learn how 
to model numbers in different ways to represent tens and ones.  They will read and write 
numbers to 120. 
  

Reading: Super Powers, Super Readers 
Students will learn to become conventional readers.  Students will learn to have 
pointer power, rereading power, partner power, picture power, snap word power, 
persistence power, and etc. that will help them become super readers when reading 
independently and with others. 
Writing: Writing for Readers 
Writers will learn to write personal narrative stories while making their writing more 
reader friendly.   Students will learn to use more conventional spelling and 
punctuation along with representational pictures that show action with labels to 
convey a true story. 
Math: Addition 
In math, students are learning how to show addition as putting sets together and 
subtraction as taking sets apart.  Students will learn to represent, relate, and operate 
on whole numbers with sets of objects. 
Science: Properties of Matter 
 In this unit, students will learn how to observe and describe objects.  Students will 
use their senses to describe physical properties of objects and comparing them to 
each other.  Students will also sort/group objects according to their properties. 
Social Studies: How Are People the Same and Different? 
In this unit, students will be able to understand they are shaped by experiences that 
are unique to them and their families. They are also shaped by common experiences 
shared by a community or nation.

Teachers College 
Benchmark  

Reading Levels for 
January 

Kindergarten 
B/C (with book intro) 
Grade 1 
1=D or below  
2=E/F  
3=G/H 
4=I or above  
Grade 2 
1=H or below 
2=I/J 
3=K/L 
4=M or above  
Grade 3  
1=L or below 
2= M/N  
3=O 
4=P or above  !
Grade 4 
1=O or below 
2=P/Q 
3=R/S 
4=T or above  !
Grade 5  
1=Q or below  
2=R/S/T 
3=U  
4=V or above  
* Please note these are 
suggested Independent 
Reading Levels to determine 
if a child is reading “on grade 
level or above” for the month 
of October. !
READ NONFICTION 
Examples: 
• Newspaper Articles 
• Social Studies/Science 

Textbooks 
• Informational Based 

Articles !

Kindergarten
Units of Study



Grade 1 Continued 
!
Science: Properties of Matter 
Students will learn that everything is made of matter and can be classified according to its 
observable characteristics.  Matter exists as a solid, liquid, or gas and can change from one form to 
another.  Students will learn how different forms of matter can be measured. 
Social Studies: Families, Now and Long Ago 
Students will learn how families grow and change over time, how family history is shared, and what 
family life was like long ago as compared to family life today.  !

 !
Grade 2 

Reading:  Studying Characters and Their Stories   
The students will learn to be thoughtful fiction readers who think carefully about characters and their 
stories, asking and answering questions, drawing on strategies when characters and books are hard to 
understand, and considering what an author intends for them to learn through a character’s journey.  In 
Bend 1, the students will study characters before, during, and after reading.  In Bend 2, the students 
will focus on getting to know characters even when it’s hard to do so.  Finally, in Bend 3, the students 
will study how characters change and grow.  
Writing: Poetry  
Students will be writing about poetry in Writers Workshop during this month and early February. Writing 
poetry enables young writers to convey feelings and experiences to create images about everyday 
objects with literary language, deliberate word choices and poetic devices. In this Poetry Unit of Study, 
students will read and listen to poems from mentor poets to support them in ways to write their own, 
and they will draw upon details and the personal significance of ordinary objects, actions, and 
experiences to generate ideas for their poems. Students will use a variety of strategies to generate and 
collect ideas for their own poems and then draft poems in a variety of forms. This unit will culminate 
with publishing some student poems and having a celebration of our young writers.   
Math: 2-Digit Addition  
In Math, the students will be learning about 2-Digit Subtraction. They will continue to focus on the 
following two domains: operations and algebraic thinking and number and operations in base ten. The 
students will use addition and subtraction within 100 to solve one-and two step word problems involving 
situations of adding to, taking from, putting together, taking apart, and comparing, with unknown in all 
positions by using drawings and equations with a symbol for the unknown number to represent the 
problem(s). Additionally, they will use place value understanding and properties of operations to add 
and subtract. They will fluently add and subtract within 100 using strategies based on place value, 
properties of operations, and/or the relationship between addition and subtraction. The students will 
learn to break apart ones to subtract, model regrouping for subtraction, model and record 2-digit 
subtraction, 2-digit subtraction, rewrite 2-digit subtraction, add to find differences, problem solving 
with subtraction, write equations to represent subtraction, and solve multistep problems.   
 Science: Forces and Motion  
In Unit 2, the students will be learning how the interaction of forces changes the motion of objects. 
Objects can be moved by forces such as pushes and pulls. Forces can be measured and changed.   
 Social Studies: New York City Over Time  
In Unit 2, the students will learn about New York City over time.  They will be introduced to the history 
of New York City.   In the beginning of the unit, the children will learn about Native Americans who lived 
in New York before the Europeans arrived and brings the story up to the present.  The children will gain 
skills in sequencing historic events over a period of time. !



Grade 3 
Reading: Character Study 
Unit 3 will focus on character study, using the mentor text, Because of Winn Dixie by Kate DiCamillo. 
We will be reading closely to discover the traits and motivations of our characters. We will grow 
theories about our characters and then continue to read closely to check on our theories. Lastly, the 
students will compare and contrast characters across books.   
 Writing: Baby Literary Essay 
 In this unit of study, the students will be writing “Baby Literary Essays.” This unit will teach students 
how to take ideas they have about stories, check to be sure they can support those ideas with 
evidence from the text, and then use that information to write a small essay. This unit will directly 
connect with our reading unit on Character Study.   
 Math: Division 
The students are learning all about division and the strategies they can utilize to help them solve 
division problems. In addition, the students will be continuing to solve word problems that involve one 
and two steps.   
 Science: Classifying Animals 
In this unit of study, the students will be learning all about the different types of animals. They will 
discover what animals need to live in order to survive in their environments. In addition, the students 
will learn about vertebrates and invertebrates. After learning about these different types of animals 
the students will be able to compare and contrast them.   
 Social Studies: Africa Continent Study 
The students will be traveling to Africa in this unit. In this unit of study, the students will be learning 
about Africa’s geographic features. We will then focus on the country of Nigeria. In Nigeria, we will 
learn all about Nigeria’s natural resources and some key events in Nigeria’s history. The students will 
also learn about some of Nigeria’s cultural traditions. !

Grade 4

!!
Reading- Unit 3: Reading History 
In this unit, students are continuing to learn different strategies for researching topics. During reading 
periods, students are researching the American Revolution to help them create their writing piece.  
Students will conduct research and take notes by looking at primary documents, articles, books, and 
even have the opportunity to watch videos and hear audio clips.  In this unit, students will also learn 
point of view.  They will learn that there are several points of view to every historical event.  Students 
will also have the opportunity to debate using the research that they have collected throughout the 
unit.  
Writing: Unit 3- Bringing History to Life, Informational Writing 
In this unit students are learning how to create an informational text that teaches their reader about a 
topic.  Most of the class time during this unit is spent writing since the students will be conducting the 
research for their writing piece during reading time.  The goal of the unit is for each student to create 
an informational book with four chapters:  “All About the American Revolution,” a focused topic on 
the Revolution (i.e. The Boston Massacre, The Boston Tea Party, etc.), a narrative piece, where they 
have the chance to put themselves in a historical person’s shoes and write a story from that person’s 
point of view.  Finally, students will explain why their focused topic is important. 



!
Grade 5 

Reading: Argument & Advocacy: Researching Debatable Issues 
This unit supports students in reading more complex, challenging nonfiction. In the first bend of this unit, 
students will work in research groups to study a debatable issue. In Bend II, students will deepen their study of 
that issue as they begin to develop questions and ideas to discuss in complicated conversations. Finally in Bend 
III, students will study a new issue with greater intensity looking for evidence as well as weighing and 
evaluating arguments and forming thoughtful judgments on an important issue. 
Writing: The Research Based Argument Essay 
As an argument writer, students are expected to structure their writing so that it includes claims that are 
supported by reasons and evidence. In the units first bend, students will investigate and write argument essays 
about whether or not chocolate milk should be served in schools. In Bend II, students will look at the research 
with a more critical eye, noticing: author’s perspective, conflicting information, evaluation of evidence, flaws in 
logic, and acknowledging counterclaims. For the final Bend of the unit, writers will draw upon all they know 
about writing to take a stand on a topic of their choosing. 
Math: Divide Decimals  
In chapter 5, the students will learn to divide decimals.  They will start with division patterns with decimals.  
They will then investigate and divide decimals by whole numbers.  Finally, they will divide decimals.  The 
students will then apply what they learned using the strategy work backward to solve problems with decimals.    
Social Studies: The United States 
Students continue to learn key events of United States history focusing on the growth and expansion of our 
country. Students will investigate and explore topics such as the Industrial Revolution, Civil War, immigration, 
and urban growth. 
Earth Science- Changes to Earth's Surface 
In Unit two, the students will learn what the processes are that help shape the land.  They will be able to discuss 
what causes changes to Earth's landlords and how movements of the crust change Earth.

!
Grade 4 (continued) 

Math: Fraction Equivalence and Comparison 
Students will be able to explain why a fraction is equivalent to another fraction by using visual fraction 
models.  They will pay attention to how the number and size of parts differ even though the two 
fractions themselves are the same size.  Students will also be able to compare two fractions with 
different numerators and different denominators by creating common denominators or numerators or by 
using benchmark fractions such as ½. Finally, students will be able to recognize that comparisons are 
valid only when the two fractions refer to the same whole. 
Social Studies: The American Revolution 
This month, students will be learning about how the colonists began to resist British rule. Students will 
look closely at primary sources to help them understand how the colonists fought against the unfair 
taxes and laws of the British Parliament.  In this chapter, students will learn how we gained our freedom 
from England. Students will specifically focus on New York’s role in the War, as well as the impact the 
war had on New York City and New York State. 
 Science: Adaptations 
This month, students will be studying animal’s basic needs and how those needs help them to survive.  
Students will explore how different adaptations can also help those animals to meet their basic needs.  
Finally, they will end the unit by comparing how living things of the past to animals today.


